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Right to the City Alliance and 
our flagship Homes for All 
campaign have been at the 
forefront of developing a 
national organizing, 
communications, advocacy 
and movement infrastructure 
to stop gentrification and its 
many effects on working class 
and communities of color 
nationally. 



Gentrification is a profit driven race and class 
remake of urban, working class 

communities of color that have suffered from a 
history of disinvestment and abandonment. 

This process is driven by private developers, landlords, 
businesses and corporations and supported by the 

state, through both policies that facilitate the 
process and funding in the form of public subsidies. 
Gentrification happens in areas where commercial 
and residential land is cheap, relative to other areas 

in the city and region, and where the potential to turn 
a profit, either through re-purposing existing 

structures or building new ones is great. 





Current Political Context
• Global real estate is now worth $217 trillion, 36 times the value of 

all the gold ever mined. 

• Real estate makes up 60 percent of the world’s assets, and the 

vast majority of that wealth — roughly 75 percent — is in housing. 

• US homes change hands at a rapid pace, but homeownership is at 
a fifty-year low. 

• In 2016, a record 37 percent of home sales were made to 
absentee investors including banks, hedge funds and private 

equity firms like Blackstone — now the world’s largest landlord. 

• Reasons why capital is converging on land and buildings:
- a long period of financial deregulation, low federal interest rates 

and “quantitative easing” in the United States; 
- a proliferation of predatory equity funds scouring the globe for 

“undervalued” investment opportunities and finding them in 
housing.



While estimates vary there have been approximately 10 
to 15 millions homes foreclosed on since 2007. 





Half of all renters (over 21 million households) have 
unaffordable rent. Over 11 millions renter households pay 

over half of their income to housing. 



There are only 29 affordable units for every 100 
extremely low income households.

Federal budgetary resources to support 
homeownership amounted to $230 billion, 4 times 

what was allocated to renters. 



HOUSING NEED VS. NEW HOUSING 
PRODUCTION



There will be 4.7 million new renters in the next decade. 
Half will be seniors. The vast majority will be people of 

color. 
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ORGANIZE, RESIST & TRANSFORM









Building The Movement One Assembly At The Time

v The Current Land and Housing Justice Landscape and Movement Moment 

v 10-Year Vision and Strategy

v Local Tour Hosted by the Housing Justice League

v Funder Strategy and Peer Learning Session

v Cross-Movement Plenary: Uniting Our Struggles from the Local to the International



Assertions and Assumptions about Our 10-Year Strategy

v We are guided by a common belief that housing is a fundamental 
human right for all people.

v Our long term vision is to bring about a world and society where our cities 
and country guarantee affordable, dignified and sustainable homes 
for all people, and our communities have control over resources and 
decisions in our communities. 

v We believe that to win over the next 10 years we need to organize a 
significant percentage of people directly impacted by the housing crisis to 
work toward our collective HFA vision. Our 10-year strategy should 
attempt to get clarity on the best ways to build a movement of millions -
led by communities historically most impacted by housing, economic, 
racial and gender injustice - working toward our collective HFA vision. 

v Our current national movement structure has been developed based on 
the types of organizations in Homes For All and the size of our 
membership. Any substantial growth of our base and membership will 
require us to reassess and shift our movement infrastructure to adapt 
to our new realities.





Since its inception, RTTC has 
grown to encompass 75
community-based orgs in 45
cities and 24 states. 

Representing true grassroots 
power and leadership of the 
most impacted, RTTC’s member 
organizations weave together 
on-the-ground policy campaigns 
to build a robust and 
unstoppable national 
movement for housing, land, 
and development justice 
connected to other struggles 
and issues. 

In the last year alone, 14 new 
groups joined the Homes For All 
campaign.
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